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Advancing Unmanned Aircraft System Technology Responsibly
Unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) extend human potential, allowing us to execute dangerous or difficult tasks safely and efficiently. Whether it is bolstering search and rescue efforts; studying dangerous natural events such as flooding, hurricanes or volcanoes; or supporting security missions and surveying large expanses such as farmland and the U.S. border, UAS are capable of saving time, saving money and, most importantly, saving lives. Recently Congress passed, and the president signed into law, a Federal Aviation Administration reauthorization that will help safely and responsibly unlock the tremendous potential of UAS to keep the public safe, create lasting jobs, boost local economies, and further advance the U.S. as a leader in technology and innovation. As this technology expands, it is our goal to support the safe and responsible use of UAS.

· Addressing Privacy Concerns: As with any new technology that is not commonly known or used, there are always concerns with how that technology will be put to use, and UAS are no different. That is why AUVSI supports a constructive, thoughtful and civil dialogue on the national, state and local levels with all parties to address any privacy concerns. 
As part of this dialogue, AUVSI has met with nearly a dozen privacy advocates and civil liberties organizations, as well as other interested parties, to understand their concerns, encourage them to work together and let them know that, like them, AUVSI fully supports protecting individuals’ rights to privacy. 

As the FAA rulemaking process continues to unfold, there will be many opportunities to engage in an open and thoughtful discussion surrounding the responsible use of UAS and how the data the UAS collects is stored, used and deleted. AUVSI will be hosting a privacy panel at our Unmanned Systems North America conference. 

· Setting Industry Guidelines: In addition to discussions with leading privacy advocates, AUVSI is in the process of developing industry guidelines and best practices recommendations for those who design, test, and deploy UAS for public and civil use. These proposed guidelines and best practices will be built on three specific themes: safety, professionalism and respect. 

· Supporting the Enforcement of Existing Laws and Regulations: Indeed, there are existing protections to ensure that UAS are used safely and responsibly. The constitutional privacy protections already in place to protect citizens’ rights apply to UAS today. There are also federal aviation regulations that govern the current use of UAS in the U.S. airspace, limiting who can fly them, where they can fly and how they may be used. 
AUVSI and its members are committed to continuing to work with groups and individuals from all industries, political affiliations and ideological backgrounds to ensure privacy concerns are addressed while moving forward with this beneficial technology. In addition, we remain committed to ensuring that UAS are integrated into the U.S. airspace in the manner that ensures the safety of all aircraft — manned and unmanned.
###

The Association for Unmanned Vehicle Systems International (AUVSI) — the world's largest nonprofit organization dedicated to the advancement of unmanned systems — represents more than 7,000 members from 55 allied countries and 2,500 organizations involved in the fields of government, industry and academia.
